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COLLECTION SUMMARY 
Creator: Clarke, Rowse R., 1822-1888. 
Call Number: Manuscript 53 
Extent: 1 envelope (18 items) 
Preferred Citation Style: Folder Title, Box Number #. Rowse R. Clarke Papers. State Library of 
Massachusetts Special Collections. 
About This Finding Aid: Description based on DACS.  
Processed by: Finding aid prepared by Surella Seelig, October, 2012; updated by Abigail 
Cramer, January, 2013. 
Abstract: This collection includes documents related to the Civil War service of physician and 
Massachusetts State Representative Rowse R. Clarke as well as to the Ancient and Honorable 
Artillery Company. 
 
SCOPE AND CONTENT 
This collection contains fourteen documents relating to the Civil War service of physician and 
Massachusetts State Representative Rowse R. Clarke. These include a letter to Governor John 
Albion Andrew regarding the need for more surgeons at the Battle of Roanoke and Clarke’s 
subsequent appointment to the position of Surgeon of the 34
th
 Regiment of Massachusetts 
Volunteers. Also included are four letters pertaining to Oliver Ayer Roberts’s work as Historian of 
the Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company, which was chartered as a citizen militia in 1638 by  
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the General Court of the Massachusetts Bay Colony. 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 
Born February 12, 1822, in South Kingston R.I., Rowse Reynolds Clarke graduated from Harvard 
Medical School in 1847. He went on to serve in the Civil War as Surgeon (later Surgeon-in-Chief) 
of the 34
th
 Regiment of Massachusetts Volunteers. He was later elected Massachusetts State 
Representative (R) from the 10
th
 Worcester District shortly before his death. Clarke was a fellow 
of the Massachusetts Medical Society. He and his second wife Mary Sheldon lived in Whitinsville, 
MA.  He died on February 4, 1888. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 
Arrangement 
The papers are arranged in chronological order. 
 
Conditions Governing Access 
This collection is open for research during the Special Collections Department’s regular hours. 
 
Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use 
Copyright restrictions may apply. Requests for permission to publish material from this collection 
should be discussed with Special Collections staff. 
 
Languages and Scripts 
The materials are entirely in English. 
 
Related Materials 
The following collections may also be of interest: 
  The Rhode Island Historical Society holds letters of Clarke’s first wife, Sara Wells Clarke 
(1823-1856), discussing Clarke’s medical practice.  (Hagadorn-Wells Papers-MSS 629 
SG 10) 
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Container List 
 
Folder # Folder Title Date 
1 Letter from Brigade Surgeon Henry Church to Massachusetts 
Governor John A. Andrew. Mr. Church writes from Roanoke Island 
regarding the staff losses faced by the Medical Department at the 
Battle of Roanoke and requests four surgeons to be sent to relieve 
the burden. (1 page) 
Feb. 23, 1862 
2 Letter from Surgeon General William J. Dale to Rowse R. Clarke 
instructing Dr. Clarke to report for active duty. (1 page) 
Feb. 28, 1862 
3 Letter from Surgeon General William J. Dale to Rowse R. Clarke 
instructing him to return home at the Governor’s request. (2 
pages) 
June 19, 1862 
4 Governor’s Appointment of Rowse R. Clarke as Surgeon of the 
34th Regiment. On the reverse is a handwritten certification by 
John Goodhue, Captain 11d. Infantry of having mustered Clarke 
as a surgeon in the 34th regiment. (4 pages, with 2 blank) 
July 3, 1862 
5 Special Order No. 134 Extract, signed by the Assistant Adjutant 
General, granting leave of absence to Rowse R. Clarke. 
June 11, 1863 
6 Special Order No. 16 Extract, By Order Of Col. T. M. Harris, et al. 
This order detailed Rowse R. Clarke as Surgeon-in-Chief and 
instructed him to report for duty. (1 page) 
Oct. 29, 1864 
7 Special Order No. 75 Extract, signed by Surgeon Rowse R. Clarke 
and By Command Of Major General John Gibbon, et al. This order 
named medical officers to a Medical Examining Board which 
would determine the professional qualifications of all applicants to 
medical officer status. (2 pages) 
Mar. 19, 1865 
8 Certificate of Non-Indebtedness on Account of Ordnance Stores 
for Rowse R. Clarke, signed by Lieutenant of Ordnance Guinness. 
(2 pages)    
June 28, 1865 
9 Printed circular signed by Auditor E.B. French regarding 
Certificates of Non-Indebtedness. (1 page) 
undated 
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10 Internal Revenue License, granted to Rowse R. Clarke, signed by 
Massachusetts Collector of the 8th Collection District, “to carry on 
the business or occupation of Physician.” (2 pages) 
May 1, 1866 
11 Receipt for Special Tax granted to Rowse R. Clarke, signed by 
Massachusetts Collector of the 8th District Sprague, “for the 
special tax upon the business or occupation of Physician and 
Surgeon.” (2 pages) 
May 1, 1869 
12 Receipt for Special Tax granted to Rowse R. Clarke, signed by 
Massachusetts Collector of the 8th District Sprague “for the 
special tax upon the business or occupation of Physician and 
Surgeon.” (2 pages) 
May 1, 1870 
13 Letter from Oliver A. Roberts to Frederick L. Gay, Esq. regarding 
former members of the Ancient and Honorable Artillery. (1 page) 
April 27, 1891 
14 Letter from Oliver A. Roberts to Frederick L. Gay, Esq. regarding 
former members of the Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company. 
(4 pages with 1 blank) 
May 10, 1891 
15 Letter from Oliver A. Roberts to Frederick L. Gay, Esq. regarding 
former members of the Ancient and Honorable Artillery. (1 page) 
May 14, 1891 
16 Letter from Oliver A. Roberts to Frederick L. Gay, Esq. regarding 
former members of the Ancient and Honorable Artillery. (1 page) 
May 30, 1891 
17 Envelope, with printed seal of Massachusetts Adjutant General’s 
Office, addressed to Rowse R. Clarke, Surgeon 34th Regiment, 
Massachusetts Volunteers. 
undated 
18 Envelope, Massachusetts Office of Surgeon General to Dr. Rowse 
R. Clarke (with note). 
undated 
 
